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it IrtftruSs the fchotar In the various methods of Jifcovcring 
and refilling the fubtil tricks of fopMfters, IP atts* 

To REFE'R. v* tf. [ rtjh'Oy Lat. rflercr y Fr*] 

1. To difmifs fur information or judgment. 

Thole cantes the divine hiftormn refers us to* and not to 
any productions out of nothing. Bur ini's Theory of the Earth. 

2 . To betake for decilion. 

The heir of hss kingdom hath referred hcrfelf unto a poor, 
but worthy gentleman. Shakefp, Cymbelint * 

3. To reduce to, as to the ultimate end. 

You profels and pradtiie to refer ail things £0 yourfeU* Bac, 

4. To redraw as to a clafs. 

The lilts, predominant in quick lime, wg refer father to 
lixiviate, than acid. Boyle on Colours. 

To Refe r, v. n . To refpetft > to have relation. 

Of thofe places, that refer to the {hutting and opening the 
abyfe, 1 take notice of that in job. Burnet* 

Referee 7 , n, j* [from refer.] One to whom any thing is 
referred. 

Referees and arbitrators fe|dom forget themfdves. L'Eflr* 
Rf/fekence, n.f [from refer.] 

1. Relation j refpcCt; view towards ; allufion to. 

The knowledge of that which man is in reference unto him- 
felf and other things in relation unto man, I may term the 
mother of all thofe principles, which are decrees in that law 
of nature, whereby human actions are framed. Hooker, 

Jupiter was the foil of /Ether and Dies \ to called, becanfe 
the one had refer end to his edeftia! conditions, the other dif- 
covercd hb natural virtues, Raleigh's Hiflory of the World* 
Chriftlan religion commands fobriety, temperance and mo¬ 
deration, in reference to our appetites and paffions, 37 llotfm. 

2. Dil miflion to another tribunal. 

It pafted in England without the leaf! reference hither, Sw* 
Referf/nbarv. n.f. [referenda , Lat. j Gne to whole deci¬ 

sion any thing is referred. 

In fuits, it is good to refer to fome friend of trull; but let 
him chufe wcl 1 his referendaries. Bacon* s Eflays. 

To RefermeTt, v. a. [re and ferment, j To ferment anew. 
Th* admitted nitre agitates the flood, 

Revives its fire, and referments the blood* Black more . 

RefeTri&le. adj. [from refer.] Capable of being confide red, 

as in relation to fomething elfe. 

Unto God all parts of tunc are alike, unto whom none arc 
inferrible*, and all things prd'ent, unto whom nothing is pall 
or to come, but who is the lame yefterday, to-day and to¬ 
morrow. Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 

To REFi'nE* v* a, [rajfiner, Fr,] 

1* To purify ; to clear from drofs and recrement* 

] will refine them as fiiver is r fined y and will ^ry them as 
gold is tried, Zech* xiii. g. 

Weigh ev'rv word, and ev’ry thought refine . Anon. 

The red Dutch currant yields a rich juice, to be diluted 
with a quantity of water boiled with refined Mortimer* 

2. To make elegant; to polifh ; to make accurate. 

Queen Elizabeth's time was a golden age for a world of re¬ 
fined wits, who honoured poefiy with their pens. Bear ham. 

Love rfines the thoughts, and hath his feat 
In rcafon. Adi lion. 

The fame traditional floth, which renders the bodies of 
children, born from wealthy parents, weak, may pci haps 
refine their fpirits. Swift* 

To RefTne. v* n . 

1 * To improve in point of accuracy or delicacy. 

Chaucer refined on Boccace, and mended flories. Dry den. 

Let a lord but own the happy lines; 

How the wit brightens, how the fenfc refines / Pope* 

2, To grow pure, . # 

The pure limpid ftream, when foul with flams, 

Works Itfelf clear, and as it runs rfines. 

u To affedl nicety. , , 

He makes another paragraph about our refining m controvcr- 

fv, and coming nearer iliil to the church of Rome, Atterhury. 

Refi nediy. adv. [from re fine .W itii aftedted elegance. 

Will any dog 

Refinedly leave his bitches and his bones, 

Tu turn a wheel ? 

Refinement. n.f. [from refine,] 

1, 'File adt of purifying, by clearing any thing from drofs and 

recrementitious matter- f . 

The more bodies are of kin to fpmt in fubtilty and refine¬ 
ment, the more di flu five are they. * orrts. 

2, Improvement inelegance or purity. 

From the civil war to this time, f doubt whether the (ab¬ 
ruptions in our language hav e not equalled its rtfitununu. . »«. 

3, Artificial practice, , rr ,* w.i, 

'Fhe rules religion preferibes arc more fuccefrful in pumicfc 

and private affairs, than the refinements of irregular cunning. Rtg. 
j. Affectation of elegant improvement. , 

The flirts about town had adetign to leave us in the lurch, 
by fome of their late refinements, Addifm's Guardian. 

Reu ner. n.f. [from refine.~) 

1 Purifier; one who clears from drofs or recrement, 

T1 W refiners of iron obfeive, that that iron flone is hard eft 


on. 


Dry den. 


to melt, which is fuilcft of metal ; and that enfieft, which 
hath moft drofs. Bacon j Phyftcal Rtmtim, 

2. Improver in elegance. 

As the) have been the great ? -finers of our language, fo ft 
hath been my chief ambition to imitate them. Swift, 

3. Inventor of fuperfluous fubtiities. 

No men fee ids of the truth of things, than thcle great 
refiners upon incidents, who are fo wonderfully fubtle, anj 
over wife in their conceptions. AM/sns Sprit a tor, N J iy 0 . 
Some refiners pretend to argue for the ufcfuiiids of parties 

in fuch a government as ours. Swift, 

To Ref Ft, v. a. [refAt, Fr, re and fit.] To repair; to re- 
flore after damage. 

He will not allow that there are any fuch figus of art in the 
make of the preient giobe, or that there was fo great care 
taken in the refitting of it up again at the deluge. iPcadtv. 
Permit our ftitps a flielter on your fhonrs, 

Refitted from your woods with planks and oars, Dnde it. 

To REFLEC'T. v. a. [rfieebir, Fr. rficav, Lat.] j‘ 0 
throw back. 

We, his gather’d beams 

Refieeled, may with matter l'erc foment. Mltsn. 

Bodies clofe together refieff their own colour. DryJcn. 

To Refle ct. v. n. ‘ 

1. 'Fo throw' back light. 

I11 dead men’s fctdl , and in thofe holes. 

Where eves did once inhabit, there were crept, 

As ’tw ere in fcorn of eyes, rfieSiitig gems. Shake]}. 

2 . To bend hack. 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, and never 
reflefts in an angle, nor bends in a circle, which is a conti¬ 
nual reflection,Tnlefs either by fome external impulfe, or by 
an intrinfick principle of gravity. Bentley's Sermons, 

3. To throw back the thoughts upon the part or on themfclves. 

The imagination carts thoughts in our way, and forces die 
underrtanding to reflet! upon them. Duff a. 

In every action tefled upon the end; and in your under¬ 
taking it, conhder why you do it. Taylor. 

Who faith, who could fuch it! events expect ? 

With fhame on his own counfels doth reflect. Denham. 
When men are grown up, and refleii on theii own minds, 
thev cannot find any thing more ancient there, than thofe 
opinions which were taught them before their memory began 
to keep a regirter oi their aolions, Dseh. 

It is hard, that any part of my land flionid be fettled upon 
one who has ufed me lo iii ; and yet I could nor fee a iprig 
of any bough of this whole walk of trees, but I Ihould r=- 
fleil upon her and her fe verity. Add fin s Spectator. 

i.et the king difmifs his woes. 

Reflecting on her fair renown ; 

And take the cyprcfs from his brows. 

To put his wonted laurels on, Pmr. 

4. To confider attentively. 

Into tnyfelf my rea (bn’s eye I turn'd ; 

And as I much reflated, much I mourn’d. 

5. To throw reproach or confine. 

Neither do I reflect in the lead upon the memory of his 
late majefty, whom I entirely acquit of any imputation. Sut. 

6. To bring reproach* 

Errors of wives reflect on liuftands ftilL Drydith 

ReflectLN' i’t ftdj. [reflect Lut.j Bending back ; flying 
back. 

The ray defcendent, and the ray reflettent^ flying with fo 
frreat a IpceJ, that the air between them cannot take a formal 
play any way, before the beams oi the light be on both iidcs 
of it ; it follows, that, according to the nature of humid 
things, it mull fir ft only fwell. Dighy on the Soul 

Reflection. n. f* [from rfierf : thence I think rfifxhn Ids 
proper: reflexion^ Fr. refer us ^ Lat.J 

1, The a£i of throwing back* 

The eye fees not it felf. 

But by rtft&tm from other things* Shahfp. Julius Cfitn. 
If the foil’s light conlUted but of one fort oi rays, there 
would be but one colour, and it would be impoffible to pro- 
ducc any new by refieilion^ 01 refractions. Chnra. 

2. T'he adl of bending back* 

Inanimate matter moves always in a ftraight line, nor ever 
reflects in an angle or circle* winch L a continual yfieBhr^ 
unldi by fome external impulse* Bcatlfi* Sermons- 

2. That which h- reBefted* 

She ftiiires not upon iooL, left the reflection Ihould hu 
[ ler ^ Shakefp. Cymbdvd' 

As the fun in water we can bear, , ’ 

Yet not the fun, but his refection there ; 

So let us view her hers, in what flic was. 

And take her image in this watry glab. Dry 

4. Thought thrown back upon the paft- 

The three lirftpaits I dedicate to my old friends, totak 
off thofe melancholy rfialion^ which the fenfo of ap 
. firm it y and death may give them. De & * 

This dreadful image fo poffciiM her mind, 

* She ceas'd all farther hope ; and now began 

To make rfiat ion on th' unhappy man, job's 
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Job's rfieClicns on his once flourifliing eftate, did at 
fame fin* ma and encourage him, Juerbury. 

What wounding reproaches of foul muft he feel, from tlic 
reflections on his own ingratitude. Rogers*s Sermons. 

t-. The aclion of the mind upon itfelf. 

Reflection is the perception of the operations of our own 

minds within us, as it is employed about the ideas it has 

Locke* 

got, 

6. Attentive con fid oration. * 

Tfiis delight arow r s and improves under thought and re¬ 
flection ; and" while it exercifes, does atfo endear itfelf to the 
mind ; at the fame time employing and inflaming the niedi- 
cations. S ** h ' s Armens. 

7, Cenfere, , 

He dy'd ; and oh \ may no rcfieChon ihed 

Its poisonous venom on the royal dead* P?io ?, 

Reflective* ml}, [from rficCld] 

1. Throwing back images* 

When the weary king gave place to night, 

His beams he to his royal brother fent^ 

Aik! fo ihone ft ill in his rficCfive light. Dry den* 

In the rficCthe itream the fighing bride 
Viewing her charms impair'd, abafh'd IbalJ hide 
Her penfive head. Pm or* 

2. Confide ring things paft; confidering the operations of the 


Prior * 


Forc'd by rfieCtim re a fori I confefs* 

That human fcichce Is uncertain guefs. 

Reflf/ctor. n.f [from refieCt.] Corifiderer* 

There is fcarce anv tiling that nature has made, or that 
men do fuller, whence the devout rfieClor cannot take an oc- 
cafion of an afpiring meditation* Boyle on Colours* 

Refle'x. adj. [r k ejicxus 7 Lat] Dircdlcd backward. 

The motions of my mind are as obvious to the reflex adi 
of the foul, or the turning of the intellectual eye inward upon 
Its own aClions, as the paflionsof my fenfe are obvious to my 
fenfe : 1 fee the objeCf, and [perceive that I fee it. Elate. 

The order and beauty of the inanimate parts of the world, 
the difcernible ends of them do evince by a reflex argument, 
that it is the workmanfhip, not of blind mcchanilm or blinder 
chance, but of an intelligent and benign agent. Bentley* 
BjFl*r/x. n.f [refexusy Lat.] Reflcdiion* 

There was no other way for angels to fin, but by reflex of 
their underfiandings upon themfclves* Eloohr. 

Ill fay yon gray is not the morning's eye, 

} Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia's brow. Shakefp. 

ReflexibiTity, n.f [from refkxibleC] The quality of being 
reflexible. 

Rfiexibility of rays is their riifpofttion to be reflefted or 
turned back into the fame medium from any other medium, 
upon uhofe furface they fall ; and rays arc more or Jets re- 
flexible, which are turned back moreorlefs eafily* Newton. 
Re FLEXIBLE* ad}* [hon\»refexus 3 Lat*] Capable 10 be thrown 
back. 

Sir Ifaac Newton has demonftrated, by convincing experi¬ 
ments, that the light of the fen confifts of rays differently 
refrangible and rficxtble ; and that thofe rays are differently 
refexibhfi that are differently refrangible. Chiym. 

Refle'xive. ad}, [refiexusy Lat.] Having refpeft to fomething 
paft* 

! hat affurance reflexive cannot be a divine faith, but at the 
moft an human, yet fuch as perhaps J may have no doubt¬ 
ing mixed ;vith. Hammond's Practical Catechtfm. 

R e f L £'xx velw adv . [ from reflexive. ] In a back ward direction* 
Solomon tells us life and death are in the power of the 
tongue, and that not only direflly in regard of the good or ill 
wc may do to others, but refitxivdy alfo. In refpell of what 
n 1 ay re bon nd to on rfdves* Government of the Tcnpue 

FLOA'T. n : f Ire a m\ float.] Ebb ; reflux. 

T he main float and refloat of the fca. Is by confent of 
the imira-fe, as part of the diurnal motion. ' Bacon * 

To Reflou iush. -t a. \ re and flourijk .] To flourilh anew. 

Virtue given for Jolt 

Revives, rfleurijhes , then vigorous moil. 

When moft unaffive detSnU Milton's A^nfles. 

To Reflo w. V. n. [rfluer, Fr. re and/ JW ,] To flow back. 
Refluent, adj. [rflutm, Lat.] Running back; flowing 

r rhe iiver receives the refluent blood almoft from all the 
parts of the abdomen. Arbuthmt on AlimnU. 

I eli, by what paths, 

Lnok to the fountain $ head the ica Conveys 

Rppft'v r fTf"T' p lJ th ^ land JW- '' Machmrz. 

"■/- ft. refluxus, Lat.] Backward courfe 

ot water. 

Befides 

Mine own that ’hide upon me, all from me 
^ hail with a fierce reflux on me redound. Miltmt 

Fhe variety of the I lux and reflux of Euripus, or whether 

vertlbie^ ^ ^ fcwi ^ 3 Wf Incontra- 

t , . Jit Q*lA)n s / ulmr PnCknrs 
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To REFO'RM. v. a. \refirmo, Lat. rformer, Fr.j To 
change from worfe to better, 

A fetft in England, following the very fame rule of policy, 
feeketh to reform even the French rcformatloju and purge out 
from thence alfo dregs of popery. JEder* h, iv. f 8. 

Seat worthier of Gods, v/as built 
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old. Adi!ton* 

May no fuch ftorm 

Fall on our times, where ruin muft reform* Denham. 

Now lowering looks prefage approaching Harms, 

And now prevailing love her face refor?m* Dry den , 

One cannot attempt the perfect reforming the languages of 
the world, without rendering himfeff ridiculous. Locke* 

The example alone of a vicious prince will corrupt an age; 
but that of a good one will not reform it. Swift. 

Tu Refo'rjw. v. n. To make a change from worfe to better* 
Was his dcwffrme of the mafs ftruck out in this con- 
fllfl ? or did it give him occafion of reforming in this 
point \ AtUrhury* 

REFCPRM. n.f [French.] Reformation. 

Reform aVion* n.f [ re formation ^ Fr. from reform *] 

i. Change from worfe to better. 

Never came reformation in a flood 
With fuch a heady current, fcow’ring faults ; 

Nor ever Hydra-headed wilfulnefs 

So foon did lofe his feat, as iu this king. Shakefp, Henry V* 
Satire la flics vice into reformation. Dry dm. 

Fhe pagan converts mention this great reformation of thole 
who had been the greateft finners, vv ith that feddeii and fur- 
prifing change, which the chriftian religion made in the lives 
of the mod profligate. Addflon . 

2* The change of religion from the corruptions of popery to 
its primitive fbte. 

The burden of the reformation lay on Luther’s fhouldcrs. 

AtUrhury* 

Reformer* n*f [from reform .J 

1. One who makes a change for the better ; an amender* 

Publick reformers had need firft praclife that on their own 
hearts, which they purpofc to try f>n others. King Charles. 

The complaint Vis more general, than the endeavours to 
redrefs it: Abroad every man would be a reformer\ how very 
few at home* Sprat's Sermons* 

It was honour enough, to behold the Englifli churches 
reformed; that is, delivered from the reformers. South* 

2 , Thofe who changed religion from popiih corruptions and in¬ 
novations. 

Our firft reformers were famous Con ft (Tors and martyrs all 
over the world* Bacon . 

To REPRA'C P. vt a. [rfiraCJus y Lat,] To break the na¬ 
tural courfe of ravs, 

If its angle of incidence be large, and the refraffive pov/er 
of the medium not very Itrong to throw it far from the per¬ 
pendicular, it will be ref railed. Cheynis Phil Prhic. 

Rays of light are urged by the refracting media. Chtyne* 
Refracted from yon eaftern cloud, 

The grand ethereal bow {hoots up. Them Aon* 

Refraction, n.f. [refrain, Fr.j ' 

RflracJisn, in general, is the incurvation or change of lie- 
termination in the body moved, which happens to it whillt 
it enters or penetrates any medium : in dioptricks, it is the 
variation of a ray of light from that right tine, which it would 
have palled on in, had not the denfitv of the medium turned 
it abide. ' Harris. 

Refraflim, out of the rarer medium into the denier, is 
made towards the perpendicular. Newton's Opitch. 

Refra'cti ve. adj. [from refrhet.] .Having the power of re¬ 
fraction. 

Thole fuperfidcs of tranlparent bodies reflect the greateft 
quanlit) ot light, which have the greateil refra£tino‘ power ; 
that is, which intercede mediums that differ moft in their 
rfradlvt denlmes. NcwtoCs O’-ticks. 

Rf-HAtTORiNESs. n.f [from nfr.ifli-y.) Sullen obftimicy. 

1 did never allow any man’s tflraSimnefs againft the pri¬ 
vileges and orders of the houfo. King Charles. 

Great complaint was made by the prefbyterian 'rang, of my 

r ;£S ;,B P ar!iameflt ’ s SaunderfoL 

r n V, , ORV * < Vfiranairc, Fr. unarms, Lat. and 

c°-a r n l . be f n ^ en re f ra &&X it is now accented on the 
fint ly liable, but by Shake}pear c on the fecond ft] Obftliiate • 
perverfe; contumacious* J 1 

1 beie is a luvv r In each well-or. crid nation, 

1 o curb thofe raging appetite & that are 
Moft difobedlent and nfradon*. Shut'ft 

fnr A C° {lgh n Wn fean,s *P» being brought before a wife julhS 

for fome mifdemcanor, was by him ordered to be fTaway 

CC\ and W u r if r C hy y altcr he h^rd his doom, i n (b- 
£’ aS ' ,c Wodd ™ u r a foot from the place who e he 

“ - bttKr •» ^ «** s°.» 

“9 ill< ' Si,l and «”ravaglm tarai 

like violent motions in nature, foon crows wear? r i.r'ic 

fuUe „; A Pom 

RfiraClory 
































































































































































































